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	Making Inferences – TEACHER

	Things to Remember

Information or details the reader needs for a complete understanding of a text are not always directly stated. This requires careful reading.  To correctly suggest what is not directly stated in a text, a reader must infer based upon a text and their own prior knowledge. A careful reader must isolate clues within the text that will allow him or her to suggest a reasonable, logical inference. While a reader may use common knowledge or prior experience, the more dependable source of information, clues or details is in the text. 

An inference is a conclusion made by connecting prior knowledge or known information with new information when the meaning isn’t obvious in the text; it is sometimes referred to as “reading between the lines.” A good strategy for making inferences is: It Says… I Say… So… (graphic organizer). 

Act as a reading detective. The authors leave clues in their writing to help you “read between the lines.” Making an inference is making the best judgment with the facts at hand. Making an interpretation on a BCR requires students to infer or to make a new idea based on what they know and what they read. 

In order to draw conclusions about a text and make generalizations, a reader should be able to state the main idea as well as summarize a text. Drawing conclusions is when the reader makes a judgment or a decision that is new to him or her since it is not directly stated in the text. A conclusion or generalization is dependent on the information in a text but is external to it.
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Inference Practice 
· A mother put this sign on her teenaged son’s door: Enter at your own risk.  An unknown bacteria is said to be growing in this room.

· In the football team’s locker room: I am your coach, not your mother.

· Bumper sticker on a highway patrolman’s car: Don’t slow down on my account.  But if you don’t, it will probably hurt your account.

· Bumper sticker on a teenager’s car:  A floorboard?  There’s carpet on the floorboard?

· At the library:  Check it out—really!


1.
A:
Look at the long line!  Do you think we’ll get in?

B:
I think so.  Some of these people already have tickets.

A.
How much are the tickets?

B.
Only $4.50 for the first show.  I’ll pay.

A.
Thanks.  I’ll buy some popcorn.

What are these people talking about? 






Where are they? 









Which words helped you guess? 









2.
A.
Did you understand everything today?

B.
No.  I’m so confused.

A.
So am I.

B.
She doesn’t explain things very well.  She goes too fast!

A.
I know.  And now we’re going to have a test!

What are these people talking about? 







Where are they? 









Which words helped you guess? 







3.
A.
I can’t believe this is my last day here!
            B.
You’re leaving us today?

A.
Yes.  I’m so nervous about this.

B.
I’m sure it will be fine.

A.
I don’t know.  It will be so different.

B.
I thought you wanted a change.

A.
Yes, I did.  I wanted more pay.  But now I’m not sure it was the right thing to do.

B.
Stop worrying.  Everything will be fine.

What inferences can you make from this conversation?



A Huge Meat Eater

Who's the biggest, baddest dinosaur carnivore? It's not Tyrannosaurus rex. When it comes to size, the king appears to be Mapusaurus roseae. Last week, paleontologists reported that the new species may have been larger than T. rex and about the same size as Giganotosaurus carolinii, another great meat eater.

Scientists discovered Mapusaurus in southern Argentina, where Gigan-otosaurus was found. From 1997 to 2001, paleontologists unearthed hundreds of bones belonging to seven to nine creatures. The dinosaurs seem to range in size from 18 feet to 41 feet long. No complete skeleton was found.

Rodolfo Coria of the Carmen Funes Museum, in Argentina, and Philip Currie of the University of Alberta, in Canada, oversaw the dig. They believe that the presence of several Mapusauruses may mean that the dinosaurs lived and hunted in groups. The razor-toothed meat eaters may have preyed on the even bigger, 125-foot-long plant-eating dinosaur Argentinosaurus. "The evidence suggests that Mapusaurus traveled in packs, so they may have behaved like wolves trying to take down a moose," Currie told TFK.



The young girl is standing on the corner.  She is wearing a bright red jacket and bright red snow pants.  She has a scarf tied around her face.  She is wearing striped mittens.  She looks to the left down the street.  She stamps her feet.  She puts her backpack on the ground.  She looks to the left down the street again.


What happened in this story?   As you read this short story, write any inferences you make as you figure things out.  

“No!”

“Yes!”

“You didn’t!”

“I did.”

“When?”

“Just now.”

“Where?”

“Car.”

“Killed?”

“Yes.”

“Why?”

“You know.”

“I don’t!”

“You do.”

“Drinking?”

“Yes.”

“With whom?”

“With you.”

“No!”

“Yes.”

“She didn’t ...”

“She did.”

“We didn’t ....”

“You did.”

“You knew?”

“I knew.”

Making Inferences

	It Says…

(What the text says)
	I Say…

(My thoughts)
	So…

(Inference)

	
	
	


Inference Questions

BCR Questions

· Explain how information in the article shows how Cuddles changed Dan’s life. Use details from the text to support your answer.

· Explain what the information in the article shows about ______. Use details from the text to support your answer.

· How does _____ change from the beginning of the story to the end. Use details from the text to support your answer.

Drawing Conclusions Questions

BCR Questions

· Why do you think his parents allowed him to do these things? Use details from the article to support your answer. 

· What can you conclude about _____? 

· Explain what the information in the article shows about the job of performing in air shows. 

· What do ____’s words and actions show about him/her? Use details from the text to support your answer.

· Why or how does ______ change over time? Use details from the text to support your answer.

Multiple Choice Questions
· What do you think Sasha will do next? 

· Based on information in this article, a reader can best conclude that: 
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