Super Six Reading Strategies

1. Making Connections
· I know…about this topic.

· A good reader interacts with the text and brings his/her

experiences to what he/she reads.

· Students make three types of connections:

1. relating text to self (personal experiences)

2. relating text to other text (one book to another)

3. relating text to the world around them

2.  Predict/Infer
· Predicting while reading requires some intuition, but predicting

   is also based on using one’s experiences, solid clues from the

   text, and the ability to anticipate what could logically happen 

     next.

· Ask, “What do you think will happen next?”  Read on to see if that happened. 

· Inferring involves complex thinking.

· When students infer they act as detectives gathering logical clues to piece together the solution to some mystery.

· Another way to say inferring is “reading between the lines.”

· We use clues to infer what the author means when he/she doesn’t explicitly tell us in the text.

3.  Questioning
· Self-questioning before reading peaks the reader’s interest and gives purpose to reading.

· Questioning during reading provides clarity and predictions to keep the reader engaged.

· Good questions words are: why, how, when, where, who and where.
4.  Monitor and Clarify

· Good readers constantly make sure they understand what they are reading.

· Good readers correct mistakes in understanding by rereading and looking for answers to what is confusing them.

· Good readers make sure they understand the meaning, and stop to figure it out when then don’t understand.

· Rereading is a good idea!

5.  Summarizing

· Summarizing involves remembering what one has read, selecting only the most important points to share, and ordering those in a logical manner.

· When students summarize, their comprehension improves.

· Retelling is important – have students practice retelling.

· Retell the reading in order.

6. Evaluating (Making Judgements)

· When readers evaluate, they judge and defend their opinions of the text, rank important ideas, critique the author’s writing, rate the book, and decide if they did well as a reader.

· Ask your child, “Did you like the book?  Why or Why not?”  Also, ask what is your favorite part?  Why?”  “What is your least favorite part?  Why?”  

This information is from the book, “Super 6 Comprehension Strategies,” by Lori Oczkus.

